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What is claimed is:

1. A method of increasing stress tolerance in a plant, the
method comprising contacting the plant with a sufficient
amount of a compound to increase stress tolerance in the
plant compared to not contacting the plant with the com-
pound;

wherein the compound is selected from the group con-
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and salts thereof, and
wherein
R is an heterocycyl, aryl, or heteroaryl group, optionally
substituted with from 1 to 4 R® groups;
L is selected from the group consisting of a single bond,
—0—, —(0),,—CH,—, and —(0),—CHR'*)—;

m is an integer selected from the group consisting of 0 and
1; wherein if R is 2,5-dichlorophenyl and R* is —(O)
w—CHy—, m is 0

Y is —C(—0)— or —S(—0),—;

R>* and R*?* are selected from the group consisting of
hydrogen and R'°, wherein at most one of R** or R?”
is hydrogen; or, alternatively, R** and R?” join to form
a four- to seven-membered carbocyclic or heterocyclic
ring, optionally substituted with from 1 to 4 R® groups;

R? is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, R*°,
and C,_,; arylalkyl, optionally substituted with from 1
to 4 R® groups;

R** and R* join to form a heteroaryl group, wherein the
heteroaryl group is part of a polycyclic group with one
or two additional fused carbocyclic, heterocyclic, aryl,
or heteroaryl rings; and wherein the polycyclic group is
optionally substituted with from 1 to 4 R® groups;

R’ and RS are each an aryl or heteroaryl group, optionally
substituted with from 1 to 4 R® groups;

R’ is selected from the group consisting of —NH(R'),
—NH(CO)R'"), and R'!; or, alternatively, R” and R®
join to form a 1,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinoline or 3,4-dihy-
droquinolin-2(1H)-one ring, wherein said ring is
optionally substituted with from 1 to 4 R® groups;

R® is selected from the group consisting of hydrogen and
R*, wherein R® is hydrogen only if R” is —NH(R'"); or,
alternatively, R” and R® join to form a 1,2,3,4-tetrahy-
droquinoline or 3,4-dihydroquinolin-2(1H)-one ring,
wherein said ring is optionally substituted with from 1
to 4 R® groups;

each R? is independently selected from the group consist-
ing of C, ¢ alkyl, C;_¢ cycloalkyl, C, 4 haloalkyl, C, ¢



